Localization of immunoreactive gastrin-like cells in the alimentary tract of the ascidian Styela plicata.
The occurrence of a gastrin-like immunoreactivity in the alimentary tract of the ascidian Styela plicata has been investigated using immunocytochemical methods. Gastrin-like cells are present only in the gastric epithelium among the cell types responsible for digestion and absorption of food. The physiological role played by the ascidian gastrin-like peptides is discussed together with the evolutionary history of peptides of the gastrin/cholecystokinin family.